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The Knowledge Society idea is closely connected to the possible direc-

tions of development of contemporary societies. As is known, the current 

historical phase is characterised by the problematic advance of the processes 

of globalisation and crisis. Some of the significant drivers of change that 

clearly demonstrate the high degree of complexity in today's social systems 

include financialisation of the economy, opening up of international mar-

kets, new/net/knowledge economies, transformation of the workplace, in-

tensification of information and people flows, multiplication of forms of 

communication and the consequent redefinition of individual-society rela-

tions. In this context, the concept of the Knowledge Society seems to be 

primarily configured as an attempt to provide an analytical summary of the 

transformations taking place, to then return to an operational vision of the 

future on which to normatively base political actions aimed at the definition 

of a new model of society. Thus, from the point of view of the analysis of 

social change, some scholars show a paradigm shift: that is, a transition 

from a material dimension to an intangible dimension, from hardware to 

software, from realisation to conception, from markets to networks. Based 

on this transformation, the need for a Knowledge Society appears as com-

pletely evident. But it is not so obvious that the routes that started at a na-

tional level will lead to positive results in terms of social inclusion, expan-

sion of the cultural base, and job and professional satisfaction. The problem 

that remains to be solved is how these aims can be pursued effectively and 

under what political strategy. 
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The special issue aims to present research findings on the Knowledge 

Society idea, and its implications within both the social inclusion and 

exclusion processes. Wide space will be dedicated to the research 

products that investigate the effects of these transformations in all major 

dimensions of social life. Both empirical and theoretical contributions are 

welcome. 

There are no submission or acceptance fees for manuscripts submitted 

to this special issue. The proposed contributions will be subjected to 

double-blind peer review process. 

 

Scholars interested in submitting a proposal should send their 

contribution by email to the editors:  

fiorenzo.parziale@uniroma1.it 

gerardo.pastore@unipi.it 

 

Papers length should be in the range of 7000- 8000 words including 

references. Languages: Italian or English. 

 

TIMELINE 

 

Deadline for submission: 31.12.2018 
  

Review Results Returned: 01.02.2019 
  

Final Paper Submission: 01.04.2019 
  

Final Acceptance Notification: 15.04.2019 
  

Special Issue Publishing: 03.06.2019 
 

 


